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UM Announces 2020 Fall Semester Candidates for Graduation

UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA, STUDENTS,

UM ANNOUNCES 2020
FALL SEMESTER
CANDIDATES FOR
GRADUATION
30 NOVEMBER 2020 •

MISSOULA – The University of Montana has 807 students who are degree candidates for fall
semester 2020.

https://www.umt.edu/news/2020/11/113020grad.php?image[12/1/2020 7:43:02 AM]

UM Announces 2020 Fall Semester Candidates for Graduation

The students listed in the links below are UM degree candidates or have been awarded their
degrees for fall semester 2020.
Degree candidates with “cum laude” after their name indicate a GPA of 3.40 to 3.69. “Magna
laude” indicates a 3.70 to 3.89 GPA, and “summa laude” is 3.90 and above.
Official awarding of a degree and any official graduation with honors or graduation with high
honors designation is not made until degree candidates have completed their final term of
enrollment and have met all requirements.
View a full list of Montana in-state candidates for graduation.
View a full list of out-of-state candidates for graduation.
View a full list of all candidates for graduation alphabetized by first name.
All lists also are available online on the UM Dean’s List and Degree Candidates page.
###
Contact: UM Registrar’s Office, graduation@umontana.edu.
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Missoula Wins Big During Can the Cats Food Fundraiser

UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA,

MISSOULA WINS BIG
DURING CAN THE CATS
FOOD FUNDRAISER
24 NOVEMBER 2020 •

Molly Kirkham, an AmeriCorps team leader with the Missoula Food Bank, looks over some of the 672,000 pounds of food
donations produced by Can the Cats.

MISSOULA – It turns out a global pandemic can’t slow the generous beating heart of Griz
Nation.

https://www.umt.edu/news/2020/11/112420cans.php?image[12/1/2020 7:43:22 AM]

Missoula Wins Big During Can the Cats Food Fundraiser

The University of Montana and the Missoula community handily defeated Montana State
University and Bozeman during the annual Can the Cats food and donation drive to benefit
area charities, which ran Nov. 6-20.
The Griz hauled in 671,707.9 pounds of food and monetary donations, while the Bobcats
earned 404,183 pounds in food and money. For those keeping score at home, that’s a win
margin of 267,525 pounds.
The combined effort raised more than 1 million pounds of food to benefit those in need in
western Montana. UM last won the food drive competition in 2017. In the 21 years of the
series, the Griz have won four times.
“There has just been so much enthusiasm and cooperation for this event,” said Hilary Rosa,
a UM food pantry VISTA worker. “I think we were helped by an amazing social media
campaign, which so many folks from UM and the greater Missoula community helped share.
“We also had a new esports competition between UM and MSU, and that was new and
exciting, and it was nice to see so much participation from local businesses during that effort,”
she said. “Ultimately, I think Can the Cats was great for coming together and boosting morale
during these unprecedented times, and I think our community really understands that.”
It didn’t all come up roses and huckleberries for those west of the Divide. In the first video
game Brawl of the Wild between the UM and MSU – using a game called “League of
Legends” – the Cats defeated the Grizzly Esports team during online competition.
“I have to hand it to the Cats – they played well,” said Michael Cassens, director of UM
Esports and an assistant professor for the University’s new game design and interactive
media major. “But I think our communities are the ones that really won during this time.”
The esports portion of Can the Cats generated nearly $33,000 in donations. Cassens said
the earnings resulted from a mixture of corporate and individual donors. Revenue also was
collected from the UM Esports Twitch stream during the team’s Amateur Invitational, virtual
Brawl of the Wild and other streaming events during the food drive.
UM Dining also collected $4,306 from generous patrons visiting food service locations. And
the UM Food Pantry in the University Center collected 1,205 pounds in donations from
multiple drop-off sites scattered across campus.
https://www.umt.edu/news/2020/11/112420cans.php?image[12/1/2020 7:43:22 AM]

Missoula Wins Big During Can the Cats Food Fundraiser

“When our local food bank needs help, our incredible community always comes through, and
this year’s Can the Cats Food Drive was no different,” said Amanda Ceaser with the Missoula
Food Bank & Community Center. “More people than ever before are using emergency food
services, and at a time when we all want to come together, our community chose to rally and
support our families, friends, neighbors and individuals struggling with hunger.”
###
Contact: Hilary Rosa, UM Food Pantry and MTCC AmeriCorps VISTA worker, 406-243-5125,
rosa@mtcompact.org; Amanda Ceaser, events and marketing coordinator, Missoula Food
Bank & Community Center, 406-549-0543 ext. 214, amanda@missoulafoodbank.org.
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UM Yields Rhodes Scholar Finalist, First in 5 Years

COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES AND SCIENCES, UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA,

UM YIELDS RHODES
SCHOLAR FINALIST,
FIRST IN 5 YEARS
23 NOVEMBER 2020 •

UM senior Ryan Garnsey, a philosophy and history major from Bozeman, was named a finalist for the esteemed Rhodes
Scholarship. It is the first time in 5 years a UM student has been named a Rhodes scholar finalist.

MISSOULA – A University of Montana student who possesses a rich talent for piano, the
kind of grit required for backcountry trail work and a unique intellectual rigor, was named a
finalist for the Rhodes Scholarship ꟷ the oldest and most prestigious international scholarship

https://www.umt.edu/news/2020/11/112320garn.php?image[12/1/2020 7:43:43 AM]

UM Yields Rhodes Scholar Finalist, First in 5 Years

in the world.
UM senior Ryan Garnsey, a philosophy and history major from Bozeman, completed
interviews this weekend as a finalist for a full graduate education at Oxford University, the
oldest institution of higher education in the English- speaking world. It is the first time in 5
years a UM student has been named a Rhodes scholar finalist.
Garnsey said his academic journey at UM provided him the credentials necessary to become
a finalist for the esteemed scholarship.
“The best aspects of my education at UM have been the small class sizes, the caliber of
humanities educators and the opportunities for mentorship that a state school education
affords,” he said. “The most edifying elements of an education rarely come in a 200-person
lecture hall, but through active discussion in the seminar room, where one is forced to parse
arguments and reckon with faulty convictions.”
Garnsey said the intimacy of small classrooms and enriching discussions allowed him to build
lasting intellectual relationships with professors.
“These relationships have been pivotal in my development and allowed me to pursue an
opportunity like the Rhodes,” he said.
UM President Seth Bodnar and his wife, Dr. Chelsea Bodnar, are both Rhodes scholars.
Bodnar said Garnsey represents the best of what’s possible at UM.
“On behalf of the entire University of Montana family, we are honored to support and
celebrate Ryan on his outstanding achievement of being selected as a Rhodes finalist,”
Bodnar said. “We are particularly proud of Ryan because his time at UM was spent immersed
in engaging deeply in the humanities, one of our cornerstone strengths. Ryan’s training in the
humanities has allowed him to think clearly and deeply about meaning, values and ethics,
which is applicable to almost every great challenge the world faces today.”
Selected with 15 other finalists from a four-state region that includes, Idaho, Montana, Alaska,
Oregon and Washington, Garnsey blended a passion for philosophy, history, the outdoors,
music and international diplomacy in his application.

https://www.umt.edu/news/2020/11/112320garn.php?image[12/1/2020 7:43:43 AM]

UM Yields Rhodes Scholar Finalist, First in 5 Years

Garnsey spends time outside of class trail running, hiking and backcountry skiing and
balances academics by playing piano gigs in multiple bands around Montana and the
Northwest.
Garnsey said the one-on-one attention from UM faculty offered “an education he wouldn’t
have gotten anywhere else.”
For example, Garnsey received summer research funding from the Keck Foundation as an
undergraduate research Fellow at UM’s Center for Structural and Functional Neuroscience.
He worked with UM English Professor Ashby Kinch on a project to evaluate the scientific
classification scheme of human memory though analysis of classical literature and
autobiographies.
UM recently welcomed a new director of prestigious scholarships, Kylla Benes, who mentors
and supports students who apply for fellowships and scholarships. Benes worked closely with
Garnsey in his Rhodes application materials ꟷ by providing advice on how to meld his
academic successes and personal experiences and connecting him with UM alumni for
interview coaching.
“We are very excited and immensely proud to celebrate Ryan as our Rhodes Scholar finalist
this year,” said Benes. “The application process is intensive and there is a lot to be proud of
in that accomplishment alone. Ryan is an example of an interdisciplinary scholar who puts an
enormous amount of energy and thought into all of the things he balances – including
research, music and extracurricular activities.”
Garnsey has built an impressive academic record as a UM student, Benes said. He has won
numerous awards and honors, including the Richard Drake Writing Award, the CongressBundestag Exchange for Young Professionals and the German Academic Exchange Service
Young Ambassador awards.
UM philosophy Professor Bridget Clarke, herself a former UM Rhodes Scholar herself, said
she watched Garnsey emerge as a standout student in her undergraduate philosophy class
on logic.
“He was engaging with the material in way you might expect from a graduate student,” Clarke
said. “He was way beyond where he should be and it clear he was an intellectually serious
and committed person. By his second year, he was just knocking it out of the park.”
https://www.umt.edu/news/2020/11/112320garn.php?image[12/1/2020 7:43:43 AM]

UM Yields Rhodes Scholar Finalist, First in 5 Years

Clarke said faculty in UM’s history and philosophy departments began to take notice of
Garnsey’s penchant for deep, critical thinking and aptitude for scholarship in the humanities –
something Garnsey said he wanted to explore at UM from the start.
With an ability to easily make relationships across campus, Garnsey identified several UM
faculty to work with and help identify scholarships to advance his academic career, Clarke
said. That included mentorship from Richard Drake, UM’s Lucile Speer Research Chair in
Politics and History, and Ashby Kinch, associate dean of UM Graduate School and professor
of English, among many others.
“He got this idea to do a fellowship in Germany and it was really neat to see him envision
this, roll up his sleeves and get himself in a position to apply,” she said.
While in Germany, Garnsey volunteered at a refugee camp outside Leipzig, helping to build,
maintain and provide bicycles to refugees in the Dölzig camp as they await the processing of
their paperwork. Bicycles enable the refugees to get to the city and engage in life outside the
camp. In Montana, he has spent several summers working for the National Park Service in
Yellowstone on a backcountry trail crew and has also canvassed for U.S. Senate races.
“Ryan is one of the students who came to UM with a fully formed intellectual drive,” said
Kinch, who was the UM Rhodes adviser from 2014 to 2017. “He was really curious and very
interested in a number of tracks where UM has great strengths and remarkable faculty ꟷ
particularly in history and philosophy. Not only is he a really smart student who has had an
amazing academic career here, he’s a multifaceted person who takes on challenges and
explores things. You can hear that in the way he plays music and in the manner he explores
things.”
Each year, thousands of Rhodes Scholarship applications are submitted by colleges and
universities across the world. Applicants who demonstrate academic excellence, the ability to
lead and care for vulnerable members of society, are selected as finalists. They participate in
two-day interview process that determines the winners.
UM has generated 26 Rhodes scholars in its history. The last UM Rhodes scholars were
Charlotte Morrison in 1993 and Scott Bear Don’t Walk in 1992.
The last two Rhodes finalists were alumna Mara Menahan in 2014 and alumnus Derek
https://www.umt.edu/news/2020/11/112320garn.php?image[12/1/2020 7:43:43 AM]

UM Yields Rhodes Scholar Finalist, First in 5 Years

Crittenden in 2015.
###
Contact: Kylla Benes, UM director of prestigious scholarships, Davidson Honors College,
406-243-5241, kylla.benes@mso.umt.edu; Ryan Garnsey, UM senior and Rhodes
Scholarship finalist, 406-600-5337, ryan.garnsey@umconnect.umt.edu.
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Famed UM Biologist Earns Montana’s Highest Professor Rank

COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES AND SCIENCES,

FAMED UM BIOLOGIST
EARNS MONTANA’S
HIGHEST PROFESSOR
RANK
20 NOVEMBER 2020 •

An expert on the evolution of animal weaponry, UM researcher Doug Emlen recently was named a Regents Professor, the
highest faculty rank in the Montana University System.

https://www.umt.edu/news/2020/11/112020doug.php?image[12/1/2020 7:44:08 AM]

Famed UM Biologist Earns Montana’s Highest Professor Rank

MISSOULA – Dr. Douglas Emlen, a University of Montana biology professor whose work on
the development and evolution of animal weaponry has garnered international acclaim, was
named a Regents Professor of Evolutionary Biology on Friday, Nov. 20.
Regents Professor is the highest faculty rank bestowed by the Montana University System.
Emlen’s new honor was approved by the state Board of Regents. He is the 13th UM faculty
member to earn the professor rank since it was established in 1991.
“You know, I once had a class of biology students give me a standing ovation at the end of a
semester, and that might be my most amazing award,” Emlen said. “But this is definitely right
up there.”
The son of a scientist, Emlen earned his doctorate from Princeton University in 1994 and was
a postdoctoral researcher at Duke University before joining the UM faculty in 1994.
Emlen’s research has focused on why certain animal species get into evolutionary arms races
that result in massive weaponry, like the (relatively) huge horns of many beetles, the antlers
of elk, the claws of fiddler crabs or the teeth of saber-toothed tigers.
With one of his first study species, dung beetles, Emlen learned that weaponry like bigger
horns usually provide the most access to females, as big-horned males guard tunnels to their
mates. Bigger horns usually win beetle battles. However, evolving massive horns eats up
resources, and some smaller, faster males of the same species will forgo this cost altogether
to reach females via side tunnels and pass on their genes. So bigger is usually better, but
evolution makes exceptions.
In 2016, Emlen became the first researcher from any Montana institution to be elected to the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, one of the greatest honors available to American
scholars. He earned a Presidential Early Career Award in 2002, the E.O. Wilson Naturalist
Award in 2013 and UM’s Distinguished Teaching Award in 2014. He was named the Montana
Professor of the Year in 2015 from the Carnegie Foundation and Council for Advancement
and Support of Education.
Emlen also is an accomplished author. His 2015 book “Animal Weapons: The Evolution of
Battle” earned the Phi Beta Kappa science book of the year in 2015. The textbook he
coauthored, “Evolution: Making Sense of Life,” is used by more than 250 universities and
colleges and is in its third edition. He also wrote a book for middle school readers, “Beetle
https://www.umt.edu/news/2020/11/112020doug.php?image[12/1/2020 7:44:08 AM]

Famed UM Biologist Earns Montana’s Highest Professor Rank

Battles: One Scientist’s Journey of Adventure and Discovery,” which was released in 2019.
Three years ago, NOVA and Britain’s BBC partnered to create a documentary about Emlen’s
work titled “Nature’s Wildest Weapons: Horns, Tusks and Antlers.” It includes a memorable
scene where the horse Emlen is riding near Flathead Lake is bluff-charged by an elk. His
research also has been in featured in outlets such as The New York Times, National Public
Radio’s “Fresh Air” and “Science Friday,” “SciShow” on YouTube and “MeatEater.”
Emlen even has lectured for the U.S. military, which is interested in how naturally occurring
arms races in the natural world can shed light on the escalation of human weapon systems,
like Minuteman nuclear missiles.
The professor has been published in major scientific journals. Twenty of his articles have
been cited over 100 times, and his top eight have been cited more than 300 times, signaling
a body of work that is broadly respected and has far-reaching influence around the globe.
Nomination materials included several glowing letters from former students who praised
Emlen’s abilities as an instructor and mentor.
“I can honestly say that Doug is the most supportive and loyal mentor I know, and I attribute
much of the success in my scientific career to his guidance,” wrote Erin McCullough, who
was mentored by Emlen at UM from 2008 to 2014 and is now a postdoctoral researcher at
Syracuse University. “His enthusiasm for biology is contagious; his ability to see the big
picture is inspiring.”
“Truly, the Regents Professor rank was created to recognize someone as accomplished as
Doug Emlen,” UM President Seth Bodnar said. “His dedication to scientific discovery, his
students, this University and the state of Montana sets an example for us all. The UM family
could not be more pleased that he has achieved this deserving honor.”
A video about Emlen’s Regents Professor nomination is online.
###
Contact: Doug Emlen, UM Division of Biological Sciences professor, 406-243-2535,
doug.emlen@mso.umt.edu.
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UM Research Tracks Forest Management Attitudes in the Crown of the Continent

COLLEGE OF FORESTRY AND CONSERVATION,

UM RESEARCH TRACKS
FOREST MANAGEMENT
ATTITUDES IN THE
CROWN OF THE
CONTINENT
19 NOVEMBER 2020 •

Smoke rises from the Mission-Upland prescribed burn, conducted in 2014 on the Flathead National Forest as part of the
Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration Program.

https://www.umt.edu/news/2020/11/111920surv.php?image[12/1/2020 7:44:31 AM]

UM Research Tracks Forest Management Attitudes in the Crown of the Continent

MISSOULA – Researchers in the University of Montana’s W.A. Franke College of Forestry
and Conservation recently partnered with the Southwestern Crown Collaborative to release
survey results describing local residents’ attitudes toward forest management in the SeeleySwan and Blackfoot areas of Montana.
The collaborative includes local citizens, nonprofits, federal and state land agencies, and UM
researchers. The group surveyed residents to better understand how forest management
decisions have impacted communities and to provide managers with insights on how to
incorporate local concerns into national forest decisions.
The project was part of the Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration Program, which
provided the selected national forests with 10 years of funding for restoration projects.
Projects include thinning overgrown stands, prescribed burns, stream restoration, road
restoration and weed eradication. The program also required multiparty monitoring, said Cory
Davis, a research associate in the Franke College of Forestry and Conservation and
coordinator for the Southwestern Crown Collaborative.
“Our monitoring program helps us measure the local outcomes of this restoration program
from an economic and social standpoint, as well as ecologically,” said Davis. “For this survey,
we were trying to get an idea of local citizens’ attitudes toward the landscape – what is most
important in terms of goals for forest management and how satisfied they are with current
management.”
The survey focused on the geographic area known as the Southwestern Crown of the
Continent, a contiguous land area in western Montana with similar forest types and similar
economic communities. The area included smaller towns whose economies are dependent on
natural resource management – from timber to tourism. Missoula was not included.
UM’s Bureau of Business and Economic Research administered the survey to a random
sample of residents within the landscape in 2018 on behalf of the Southwestern Crown
Collaborative and the Flathead, Lolo and Helena-Lewis and Clark national forests. Davis, UM
Assistant Professor of Human Dimensions Alex Metcalf and graduate students Haley Hodge
and Fred Lauer then analyzed the data.
“Our most important finding was that the vast majority of people valued multiuse management
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UM Research Tracks Forest Management Attitudes in the Crown of the Continent

of the national forests,” Metcalf said. “A large majority of the people believed that the Forest
Service should be doing everything from wildlife and wildfire management to supporting local
economies and tourism. We often assume there are different factions out there that want very
different things from forest management – timber harvesting versus managing for wilderness,
for example. Instead, we found widespread agreement across a diverse range of goals.”
Residents also approve of all forms of management to address wildfire risk, including thinning
and prescribed fire, although smoke is a concern. They also want to see logging following
wildfire, with overwhelming support for salvage logging. However, clear-cuts as a silvicultural
treatment were unpopular, with only 30% approval. Residents were divided on letting wildfires
burn – even without a threat to lives or property – with 42% disagreeing and 48% strongly
agreeing.
However, overall satisfaction with forest management was low. Few respondents (16%) felt
that their comments were seriously considered, and most (61%) felt that decisions were
already made prior to the public comment period.
Metcalf said he hopes the survey results might improve forest management and relations not
only in the Southwestern Crown, but across the state.
“It is clear people want opportunities to be heard, but also need to understand how their
feedback influences management decisions,” Metcalf said. “This is one of the few studies that
asked people what they thought about forest management. Our results give forest managers
some honest feedback about what their constituents want and care about. Hopefully, this
effort can be repeated in the future to gauge how well the forests are improving their
relationships with local communities.”
Local national forests, including the Flathead, Lolo and Helena-Lewis and Clark, were funders
and partners in this work.
“Public engagement is imperative for successful national forest management,” said Bill Avey,
forest supervisor of the Helena-Lewis and Clark National Forest. “Many feel strongly about
these special places. We encourage folks to take the time to get involved in public comment
periods and local collaboratives, as both directly shape the stewardship and management of
the National Forest.”
To view the full report, visit the Southwest Crown Collaborative website.
https://www.umt.edu/news/2020/11/111920surv.php?image[12/1/2020 7:44:31 AM]

UM Research Tracks Forest Management Attitudes in the Crown of the Continent

###
Contact: Alex Metcalf, UM assistant professor of human dimensions, W.A. Franke College of
Forestry and Conservation, 406-243-6673, alex.metcalf@umontana.edu
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Montana Model UN Announces Student Winners

COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES AND SCIENCES,

MONTANA MODEL UN
ANNOUNCES STUDENT
WINNERS
18 NOVEMBER 2020 •

Students participate in the 55th annual Montana Model United Nations Conference.

MISSOULA – Many students earned awards during the 55th annual Montana Model United
Nations Conference, hosted online Nov. 13 by the University of Montana. More than 130
students from nine Montana high schools participated.
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The top five high school seniors – who will be offered $1,000 scholarships to attend UM –
were Eva Bruce of Flathead High School in Kalispell, Fiona Marrow of Big Sky High School
in Missoula, Amelia Hartshorn of Bozeman High School, Grace Johnson of Helena High
School and Claire Vlases of Bozeman High School.
Each student wrote an outstanding position paper and actively and accurately represented his
or her country during a day of debate on world issues.
At Model UN conferences, students represent countries from across the world. Like real-world
diplomats, they participate in UN committees such as the General Assembly and Security
Council. By writing, negotiating and voting on resolutions, students learn to examine
international affairs from different perspectives and experience what it is like to cooperate in
solving real-world problems.
Schools also won awards at the conclusion of the conference. The participating schools were
divided into small and large delegations based on number of students attending the
conference and judged on the overall preparedness, participation and excellence of their
delegates.
The three school award categories include Outstanding School for the top 10%, Distinguished
School for the top 20% and Honorable School for the top 30%.
The small-delegation school winner was Helena High School, advised by Lauren
Gustaffson. The large delegation winner was Flathead High School, advised by Sean
O’Donnell.
The top 20% of the teams representing countries and students who attended the conference
also received awards, as did UM students who planned and staffed the conference.
For more information, visit the Montana Model UN website at https://hs.umt.edu/mun/.
###
Contact: Karen Ruth Adams, political science professor, UM Department of Political Science,
406-214-5451, karen.adams@umontana.edu; Taylor Gregory, Montana Model UN secretary
general internal, 406-207-7798, taylor1.gregory@umontana.edu; Zoe Savisky, MMUN
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secretary general external, 206-849-9719, zoe.savisky@umontana.edu.

2020 Montana Model UN Awards
For awards criteria, see the MMUN Delegate page.
Delegate Awards
General Assembly First Committee
Honorable Delegates (Top 20%):

FROM...

Representing...

(Delegate)

Hellgate High
School

Austria

Alex Certel

Helena High
School

Japan

Isaac Nehring

Hellgate High
School

Niger

Liam Vetter
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Bozeman High
School

Germany

Parker Summerhill

Hellgate High
School

United States of
America

Róisín Powers

Distinguished Delegates (Top 10%):

FROM...

Representing...

(Delegate)

Flathead High
School

Ethiopia

Caleb Rhubottom

Columbia Falls
High School

Russia

Raphe Salmon

Flathead High
School

China

Scout McMahon

Big Sky High
School

France

Reghan Lindley
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Outstanding Delegates (Top 1-2%):

FROM...

Representing...

(Delegate)

Sentinel High
School

United Kingdom

Helen McGeary

General Assembly Second Committee
Honorable Delegates (Top 20%):

FROM...

Representing...

(Delegate)

Flathead High
School

Colombia

Rylee Houser

Big Sky High
School

Côte d'Ivoire

Reagan Remmers

Hellgate High
School

Niger

Henry Black
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Columbia Falls
High School

Russia

Aiden Judge

Distinguished Delegates (Top 10%):

FROM...

Representing...

(Delegate)

Hellgate High
School

Bangladesh

Ali Caudle

Flathead High
School

Bosnia and
Herzegovina

Jack Gannon

Flathead High
School

China

Anna Christensen

Helena High
School

Dominican
Republic

Owen Cleary

Outstanding Delegates (Top 1-2%):
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FROM...

Representing...

(Delegate)

Flathead High
School

Belgium

Jillian Wynne

Sentinel High
School

United Kingdom

Cosette Burrese

United Nations Environment Assembly
Honorable Delegates (Top 20%):

FROM...

Representing...

(Delegate)

Columbia Falls
High School

Cambodia

Emma Cooley

Big Sky High
School

Côte d'Ivoire

Marcus Raines

Sentinel High
School

Thailand

Marina Kashirets
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Distinguished Delegates (Top 10%):

FROM...

Representing...

(Delegate)

Flathead High
School

Belgium

Leah Spangler

Bozeman High
School

South Africa

Amelia Hartshorn

Hellgate High
School

Bangladesh

Eden Maxwell

Columbia Falls
High School

Russia

Eddie Chisholm

Outstanding Delegates (Top 1-2%):

FROM...

Representing...

(Delegate)
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Helena High
School

Dominican
Republic

Jonathan DeWald

United Nations Human Settlements (UN Habitat)

Honorable Delegates (Top 20%):

FROM...

Representing...

(Delegate)

Flathead High
School

China

Sophia Dykhuizen

Sentinel High
School

Indonesia

Josephina Moretti

Columbia Falls
High School

Russia

Calie Jo Johnson

Distinguished Delegates (Top 10%):

FROM...

Representing...

(Delegate)
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Helena High
School

Japan

Grace Johnson

Sentinel High
School

United Kingdom

Daisy Kulina

Hellgate High
School

United States of
America

Griffin Kinch

Sentinel High
School

Nigeria

Jesse McCormick

Bozeman High
School

South Africa

Claire Vlases

Outstanding Delegates (Top 1-2%):

FROM...

Representing...

(Delegate)

Hellgate High
School

Niger

Ashley Kim
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Security Council
Honorable Delegate (Top 20%):

FROM...

Representing...

(Delegate)

Helena High
School

Dominican
Republic

Timothy Cuddy

Flathead High
School

Belgium

Braden Anderson

Sentinel High
School

United Kingdom

Ellen Loran

Distinguished Delegate (Top 10%):

FROM...

Representing...

(Delegate)

Bozeman High
School

Germany

Brooke Bothner

Outstanding Delegate (Top 1-2%):
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FROM...

Representing...

(Delegate)

Flathead High
School

China

Eva Bruce

Big Sky High
School

France

Fiona Morrow

Hellgate High
School

United States of
America

Adarra Decker

Position Paper Awards
Honorable Position Papers (Top 20%)
From (school)            Representing               Student Name             Committee

Flathead High
School

Belgium

Gabe Reddish

GA1

Big Sky High
School

France

Reghan Lindley

GA1
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Hellgate High
School

United States of
America

Roisin Powers

GA1

Sentinel High
School

United Kingdom

Cosette Burrese

GA2

Flathead High
School

Ethiopia

Caden Masa

GA2

Flathead High
School

Bosnia and
Herzegovina

Jack Gannon

GA2

Hellgate High
School

Austria

Elsa Westenfelder

GA2

Helena High
School

Dominican
Republic

Owen Cleary

GA2

Hellgate High
School

United States of
America

Adarra Decker

Security
Council

Columbia Falls

Russia

Tre Finley

Security
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High School

Council

Sentinel High
School

United Kingdom

Daisy Kulina

UNHABITAT

Hellgate High
School

Belarus

Karissa Morimoto

UNHABITAT

Hellgate High
School

United States of
America

Griffin Kinch

UNHABITAT

Hellgate High
School

United States of
America

Aidan Serviss

UNEA

Hellgate High
School

Belarus

Luke O'Connell

UNEA

Flathead High
School

Colombia

Isaac Sandler

UNEA

Hellgate High
School

Bangladesh

Eden Maxwell

UNEA
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Columbia Falls
High School

Russia

Eddie Chisholm

UNEA

Sentinel High
School

Mongolia

Alex Ott

UNEA

Distinguished Position Papers (Top 10 %)
From (school)            Representing               Student Name                       

Sentinel High School

United Kingdom

Helen
McGeary

GA1

Bozeman High
School

Germany

Parker
Summerhill

GA1

Sentinel High School

Central African
Republic

Alta Murray

GA1

Flathead High School

Colombia

James
Davidson

GA1
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Flathead High School

Belgium

Jillian Wynne

GA2

Flathead High School

China

Anna
Christensen

GA2

Hellgate High School

Bangladesh

Ali Caudle

GA2

Hellgate High School

United States of
America

Mila McKay

GA2

Bozeman High
School

Germany

Brooke
Bothner

Security
Council

Big Sky High School

France

Fiona Morrow

Security
Council

Columbia Falls High
School

Russia

Calie Jo
Johnson

UNHABITAT

Bozeman High

Germany

Grace Gilbreth

UNHABITAT
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School

Sentinel High School

Indonesia

Josephina
Moretti

UNHABITAT

Helena High School

Japan

Grace Johnson

UNHABITAT

Hellgate High School

Niger

Ashley Kim

UNHABITAT

Hellgate High School

Niger

Keira Skovlin

UNEA

Flathead High School

Bosnia and
Herzegovina

Olive
Lyngholm

UNEA

Helena High School

Dominican
Republic

Jonathan
DeWald

UNEA

Flathead High School

Ethiopia

Emmerson
Kaseman

UNEA
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Outstanding Position Papers (Top 1-2%)
From (school)            Representing               Student Name                       

Sentinel High
School

Thailand

Calla Thompson

Thompson

Flathead High
School

China

Scout McMahon

McMahon

Flathead High
School

Lebanon

Emily Mitchell

Mitchell

Bozeman High
School

South Africa

Emma Krall

Krall

Flathead High
School

China

Eva Bruce

Bruce

Helena High
School

Dominican
Republic

Timothy Cuddy

Cuddy
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Flathead High
School

China

Sophia Dykhuizen

Dykhuizen

Bozeman High
School

South Africa

Amelia Hartshorn

Hartshorn

Flathead High
School

China

Rylin Wilde

Wilde

Top 25 Seniors
Top 5 (Scholarship Recipients)
From (school)             Representing               Student                                   Committee     

Flathead High School

China

Eva Bruce

Security
Council

Big Sky High School

France

Fiona Morrow

Security
Council

Bozeman High
School

South Africa

Amelia Hartshorn

UNEA
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Helena High School

Japan

Grace Johnson

UN Habitat

Bozeman High
School

South Africa

Claire Vlases

UN Habitat

Remaining Top Seniors (Reserve Scholarship Recipients)

Big Sky High School

France

Reghan Lindley

GA1

Flathead High
School

China

Anna Christensen

GA2

Helena High School

Dominican
Republic

Owen Cleary

GA2

Flathead High
School

Bosnia and
Herzegovina

Jack Gannon

GA2

Hellgate High
School

Austria

Alex Certel

GA1
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Helena High School

Dominican
Republic

Timothy Cuddy

Security
Council

Columbia Falls High
School

Russia

Tre Finley

Security
Council

Hellgate High
School

United States of
America

Aidan Serviss

UNEA

Bozeman High
School

Germany

Parker Summerhill

GA1

Columbia Falls High
School

Russia

Calie Jo Johnson

UN Habitat

Sentinel High
School

Mongolia

Alex Ott

UNEA

Flathead High
School

Colombia

Ben Davidson

GA1

Hellgate High

Belarus

Luke O'Connell

UNEA
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School

Hellgate High
School

Belarus

Karissa Morimoto

UN Habitat

Sentinel High
School

United Kingdom

Ellen Loran

Security
Council

Darby High School

Tunisia

Kori Rider

UN Habitat

Flathead High
School

Belgium

Braden Anderson

Security
Council

Hellgate High
School

Chile

Cuinn Powers

GA2

Big Sky High School

France

Marissa Harper

UN Habitat

Big Sky High School

France

Walker Winterburn

UNEA

https://www.umt.edu/news/2020/11/111820modl.php?image[12/1/2020 7:44:53 AM]

Montana Model UN Announces Student Winners

Country Awards
Honorable Country Delegations (top 20% of countries represented at the conference)
Country                                                                       Represented by (school)

United States of America

Hellgate High School

France

Big Sky High School

Ethiopia

Flathead High School

Côte d'Ivoire

Big Sky High School

Distinguished Country Delegations (top 10% of countries represented at the conference)
Country                                                                       Represented by (school)

China

Flathead High School

Russia

Columbia Falls High School
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Outstanding Country Delegations (top 5% of countries represented at the conference)
Country                                                                       Represented by (school)

United Kingdom

Sentinel High School

Belgium

Flathead High School

Niger

Hellgate High School

School Awards
Honorable Schools (top 30% of schools attending the conference)
                                                School                                     Adviser(s)
Small Delegation:                    None - Tied Distinguished
Large Delegations:                  Bozeman High School            Amy Wallner-Drake &
                                                                                                Jason Nagel
           
Distinguished Schools (top 20% of schools attending the conference)
                                                School (s)                                            Adviser(s)
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Small Delegation:                    Columbia Falls High School               Jenny Lovering
                                                Big Sky High School                           Nicole Sarrazin-Strong &
                                                                   Meleina Helmer                                 
Large Delegation:                    Hellgate High School                          Courtney Christopher &
                                                                     Jeff Waniata
Outstanding Schools (top 10% of schools attending the conference)
                                                School                                                 Adviser(s)
Small Delegation:                    Helena High School                            Lauren Gustafson
Large Delegation:                   Flathead High School                         Sean O’Donnell
Staff Awards
Chair                                                   Student Name _         Committee                             
Honorable mention:                            Taylor Curry                UNEA                         
Best Chair:                                          Shang Vang                UN Habitat
                                                            Nikolai Silvia               Security Council         
Vice Chair _                                        Student Name _          Committee     
Honorable mention:                            Vanessa Estrada       Security Council
Best Vice Chair:                                  Camryn Vaughn          UN Habitat
                                                            Cassandra Williams    GA-2
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Rapp                                                   Student Name _         Committee                 
Honorable mention:                            Canyon Lock              UNEA             
Best Rapp:                                          Tiffany McFarland

GA-2

                                                            Tyler Worm                 Security
Council                                 
Expert _                                               Student Name _          Committee     
Honorable mention:                            Brandon Fulbrook
Best Expert:                                        Davis Graham
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UM Bio Station Researchers Receive Fellowships to Investigate Climate Change

COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES AND SCIENCES,

UM BIO STATION
RESEARCHERS RECEIVE
FELLOWSHIPS TO
INVESTIGATE CLIMATE
CHANGE
18 NOVEMBER 2020 •

Flathead Lake Biological Station researchers use UM’s Jessie B. research vessel.
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Research Fellow Laurel Genzoli

FLATHEAD LAKE – Two researchers from the University of Montana’s Flathead Lake
Biological Station are the recipients of 2020-21 Northwest Climate Adaptation Science Center
Research Fellowships. Laurel Genzoli and Charles van Rees will represent UM as Aquatic
Resource Fellows as they conduct research that meets real-world climate adaptation needs.
Genzoli and van Rees are the second and third NW CASC Fellows selected from the bio
station in the past two years. The first award came in 2019, when FLBS postdoctoral scholar
Rachel Malison received a NW CASC Fellowship to examine the impact of rapid glacier and
snowmelt loss on meltwater and glacier stonefly species.
“The fellowship allowed me to expand my research on stonefly physiology and adaptations to
the alpine environment and new species,” said Malison of her experiences as a Fellow. “It
also provided valuable training on how to co-produce decision-relevant and actionable
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science and allowed me to make new connections by going to seminars and attending the
NW Climate Conference.”
A graduate student at UM, Genzoli will use the fellowship to explore how water stress and
changing river flows associated with climate change are affecting rates of primary productivity
in the Klamath River, where increased algae growth is degrading water quality.

Research Fellow Charles van Rees

FLBS postdoctoral research associate van Rees will construct and apply mathematical
models to help predict where invasive rainbow trout, which threaten native westslope
cutthroat trout, will advance under future climate and landscape change.
The NW CASC Research Fellowship Program enables graduate students and postdoctoral
candidates from a variety of scientific backgrounds the opportunity to develop decisionrelevant science in collaboration with regional natural resource managers and
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decisionmakers.
For more information about the fellowship program, visit the NW CASC website at
https://nwcasc.uw.edu
###
Contact: Tom Bansak, associate director, UM Flathead Lake Biological Station, 406-8724503, tom.bansak@umontana.edu; Ian Withrow, FLBS media/information specialist,
ian.withrow@flbs.umt.edu.
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UM Student Wins Fellowship to Reduce Minority Health Disparities

UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA,

UM STUDENT WINS
FELLOWSHIP TO REDUCE
MINORITY HEALTH
DISPARITIES
17 NOVEMBER 2020 •
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Photo: Amy Violante, a second-year doctoral student in UM’s school psychology program,
won a prestigious fellowship from the American Psychological Association.

MISSOULA – A University of Montana graduate student has won a $23,000 fellowship from
the American Psychological Association aimed at students who are committed to improving
the quality of care provided to ethnic and racial minorities who have mental and substance
use disorders.
Amy Violante, a second-year doctoral student in school psychology, will use her fellowship to
continue her work on a community-based research project supporting the social-emotional
development of Flathead Nation students.
“I am passionate about integrating social justice and education and supporting students and
families in culturally responsive ways,” Violante said. “My master’s thesis project is an
example of this work – specifically exploring the role of spirituality in culturally responsive,
social-emotional support for students in this community.”
https://www.umt.edu/news/2020/11/11720scho.php?image[12/1/2020 7:45:38 AM]
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Violante is conducting her research through UM’s CRESP (Culturally Responsive Evidencebased practices in School Psychology) Lab, which seeks to develop the skills of school
psychologists to better understand and meet the needs of children from culturally and
linguistically diverse backgrounds.
Anisa Goforth, UM associate professor of psychology and director of the CRESP Lab, said
winning an American Psychological Association Interdisciplinary Minority Fellowship is
extremely prestigious and reflects the promise and commitment shown by Violante to improve
the learning experience of disadvantaged students.
“Amy’s dedication to providing high-quality psychological services using cultural humility and
culturally responsive practices aligns with the fellowship’s goal to reduce health disparities
among ethnic minorities in the U.S.,” Goforth said. “There is so much that needs to be done
in the area of mental health for these communities, and I am excited to see what Amy will
accomplish.”
Violante, whose hometown is Easton, Pennsylvania, earned her undergraduate degree from
Gettysburg College in 2017. She chose UM specifically to work with Goforth and the CRESP
Lab. She credits Goforth for supporting her studies and research even before she committed
to UM – support she said was instrumental for receiving the APA Fellowship.
“I am grateful for the opportunities that I’ve been provided during my first year and a half at
UM, especially for the wonderful people I get to work with on the research team, including
faculty, research assistants and community members,” Violante said. “I’ve learned and done
so much more in this time than I would have thought possible.”
###
Contact: Anisa Goforth, associate professor of psychology, UM Department of Psychology,
406-243-2917, anisa.goforth@mso.umt.edu.
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Grizzly Gamers: UM’s New Game Design Major, Esports Team Capture the Future

STUDENTS, COLLEGE OF THE ARTS AND MEDIA, UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA,

GRIZZLY GAMERS: UM’S
NEW GAME DESIGN
MAJOR, ESPORTS TEAM
CAPTURE THE FUTURE
13 NOVEMBER 2020 •

Now designated as an official UM sport, Grizzly Esports teams include more than 250 student participants, many of whom are
enrolled in UM's newest game design and interactive media degree. UM student Solomon Alberston-Gore called esports at UM
"the center of gaming in Montana."
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MISSOULA – When he was 7 years old, Solomon “Solly” Albertson-Gore was gifted a video
game. The Lewistown native recalls Nintendogs ꟷ a real-time pet simulation video game ꟷ
as the moment it began.
“I remember just being so incredibly amazed at the virtual experience and that feeling has
just never left me,” he said. “I’m fascinated, obsessed actually, by all of it.”
Later, as a 9-year-old, Albertson-Gore became enamored with Wii, the popular, record-selling
home console that many families enjoyed in their living rooms virtually bowling, dancing and
playing Wii sports.
Fast forward to today, and Albertson-Gore is a sophomore at the University of Montana, still
playing video games and majoring in the very field that grabbed his attention as a
youngster ꟷ game design and interactive media, one of UM’s newest technology majors.

Solomon Alberston-Gore, a UM sophomore from Lewistown, is enrolled in UM's new gaming design and interactive
media degree. He blends an extracurricular passion playing on Grizzly Esports teams with his academic experience and
training.

The major is a blend of computer science, art, writing, music, design and critical thinking and
strategizing – all elements which Albertson-Gore said has kept him interested and active in
the land of virtual gaming for the majority of his young life.
Before enrolling in college, Albertson-Gore spent a summer not in front of a screen, but
traversing landscapes on foot in the grueling work as a wildland firefighter. Reflecting in the
mountains about his future, he told himself it was time to focus on a career.
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His path to UM began at a moment that most Grizzlies recall ꟷ a distinct feeling of coming
home when visiting the campus and a “knowing” that UM was the place for him. After
dabbling in a few majors, including music education (he plays the tuba and trombone), he
found himself in computer science classes.
But chance would have it that a friend would invite him to a campus pizza party with a group
of other students interested in gaming, who were trying to promote esports at the University.
“There were more than 60 students at that first meeting, from all different kinds of majors and
backgrounds who also shared a passion for gaming like I do. It was incredible,” he said. “I fell
in love again with the gaming community and gaming in general.”
Now designated as an official UM sport, complete with University jerseys and scholarships for
players, Grizzly Esports teams are governed by rules and regulations of the National
Association of Collegiate Esports. The NACE includes more than 170-member schools and
5,000 student-athletes. At UM, esports involvement and interest is growing exponentially – a
fact that has propelled UM to be the best area for gaming in Montana right now, according to
Albertson-Gore.
Grizzly Esports includes teams for League of Legends, Overwatch, Rocket League and many
others. Albertson-Gore is quick to clarify there is no violence in the games. Rather, students
focus on games that privilege strategy and critical thinking. A shoutcaster for the games that
livestream, similar to a sports broadcaster that narrates the play-by-play, Albertson-Gore also
is an assistant coach for the Overwatch team.
“It’s become like a group of best friends who all have the same interest,” he said. “No one is
allowed to play for hours upon hours ꟷ you have to keep your grades up and people are
there to make sure you have a good balance with school with a set practice schedule and
that you get some outside time in, too.”
Desiring a bit more creativity in his academic path than traditional computer science training,
Albertson-Gore was introduced to Michael Cassens, assistant professor in UM’s School of
Visual and Media Arts, who offered an independent study to him in 3D sculpting and game
engines. After the Montana Board of Regents approved game design as a new major at UM,
Albertson-Gore was one of the first students to sign up for the degree, housed in UM’s
College of the Arts and Media.
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“It’s so new that many students are unsure of what, exactly, is involved,” said Cassens, who
also serves as the director of UM Esports. “It’s an interesting blend between the rigor of
computer science, combined with the art of design and media.”
The gaming industry’s annual earnings exceed tens of billions of dollars per year, with
gaming revenue set to top $159 billion in 2020, according to Reuters. The pandemic has
created even more new fans, as a replacement for in-home entertainment and professional
sports.
Cassens said that bodes well for UM students as far as employment opportunities, as the
possibilities are limitless, including many that don’t even exist yet, from jobs like flight
simulation and drone operation to 3D artistry and concept design to virtual and augmented
reality development.
“The field and its technology are rapidly evolving and the demand for professionals with
critical thinking, modern technology, code and storytelling skills is invaluable,” Cassens said.
Just one of many future plans, Albertson-Gore would like to one day start a gaming firm in
Montana and eventually start a high school esports league (including his own high school,
Fergus High School), with hopes that the players will find their way to UM, he said.
“I know for certain I want a job in esports and gaming,” he said. “UM is really the gaming
center of Montana right now and I never dreamed this would be an opportunity for me. I’m
beyond grateful to be doing something I love and actually majoring in it.”
Albertson-Gore, who is enrolled remotely at UM from his home in Lewistown this semester,
said esports has allowed him to stay connected with his friends and his major during the
COVID-19-induced social distancing while generally keeping close to home.
“It’s pretty amazing to slay dragons with people on screen, but then realize they are your
friends in real life too and that you’ll get to see them soon.”
###
Contact: Michael Cassens, director of UM Esports, assistant professor, School of Visual and
Media Arts, 415-787-0577, michael.cassens@mso.umt.edu.
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UM Davidson Honors College Announces Second Class of Distinguished Alumni

DAVIDSON HONORS COLLEGE,

UM DAVIDSON HONORS
COLLEGE ANNOUNCES
SECOND CLASS OF
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI
12 NOVEMBER 2020 •

The 2020 UM Davidson Honors College Distinguished Alumni are (left to right) Dr. Stefani Hicswa, president of Northwest
College and the next chancellor at Montana State University-Billings; Dan Lauren, operations business analyst at Weyerhaeuser
in Washington; and Dr. Jennifer Isern, founder and CEO of Catalyze Global Impact LLC.
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MISSOULA – The University of Montana’s Davidson Honors College has named its second
class of Distinguished Alumni, recognizing graduates who have gone on to serve as leaders
in their industry and communities.
The 2020 Distinguished Alumni are Dr. Stefani Hicswa, president of Northwest College and
the next chancellor at Montana State University-Billings; Dan Lauren, operations business
analyst at Weyerhaeuser in Washington; and Dr. Jennifer Isern, founder and CEO of Catalyze
Global Impact LLC, which works with strategic organizations in targeted development sectors
– including new technologies and the financial and private sector – with a focus on Africa and
Asia.
“The DHC has a long history of fostering community leaders who excel in their chosen
professions and exemplify leadership at all levels,” said Timothy Nichols, dean of the honors
college. “Our 2020 Distinguished Alumni are true examples of this. Not only have they
achieved great professional success, they have also remained deeply committed to UM, the
DHC and its students.”
Hicswa, a first-generation college student from Dillon, has held national roles, including
membership on the Higher Education Research and Development Institute nationwide
advisory board. In addition, she authored a chapter in a new book titled “Generation X
Presidents Leading Community Colleges: New Challenges, New Leaders.” She earned her
master’s in adult, community and higher education and a bachelor’s in organizational
communication from UM. She earned her doctorate in educational administration from the
University of Texas at Austin.
“Stefani is a fantastic role model for our students,” said Kaetlyn Cordingley, DHC assistant
dean and director of career development, community partnerships and scholarships. “She has
engaged with our students as a guest speaker and is very responsive to student questions.
She is a wonderful advocate for women in leadership and is loyal to the DHC as a place that
launched her into success in higher education leadership.”
Lauren, also a first-generation college student, grew up in northern Montana and graduated
from DHC with a major in computer science and minor in mathematics. His contributions to
DHC have been significant, said Cordingley, including his founding of a scholarship to
encourage high-achieving students who are not in honors to join the college.
“Dan's motivation behind the scholarship is to support non-traditional students – to help build
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their confidence and to engage them in honors education,” she said.
Isern has more than 30 years of experience in 65 countries on financial sector development
and investing. Her passion is combining financing, technical assistance and innovation in
high-impact projects to improve the quality of life for people around the world. Prior to
launching her own firm, she held positions with increasing levels of responsibility across the
World Bank and International Finance Corporation for over 23 years.
A graduate of one of the earliest DHC classes, Isern went on to receive her doctorate in both
finance and international business from Nova Southeastern University and a master’s degree
in development economics from the Wilson School at Princeton University. Throughout the
years, she has maintained a devotion to UM, Cordingley said, noting that Isern served as a
Commencement speaker, a visiting scholar with the College of Humanities and Sciences, a
trustee for the UM Foundation and a member of the DHC's External Advisory Board.
“Jennifer’s commitment has been steadfast and strong, despite her extraordinary international
career of global impact,” Cordingley said.
DHC attracts the best students from around the world, developing them into engaged global
citizens and professionals who excel in critical thinking, communication, collaboration,
problem-solving, ethical reasoning and civic engagement. To learn more about the honors
college visit http://dhc.umt.edu/default.php.
###
Contact: Kaetlyn Cordingley, assistant dean and director of career development, community
partnerships and scholarships, UM Davidson Honors College, 406-243-2579,
kaetlyn.cordingley@umontana.edu.
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UM Entertainment Management Students Help Feed Montana

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS,

UM ENTERTAINMENT
MANAGEMENT
STUDENTS HELP FEED
MONTANA
12 NOVEMBER 2020 •
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Sophomore Jack Person was part of an effort by UM's Entertainment Management Program to provide more than 16,000
meals for the Montana Food Bank Network.

MISSOULA – Despite not being able to host concerts or events, the Entertainment
Management Program at the University of Montana College of Business found a way to
impact Montana.
Over the course of five weeks during fall semester, students in the UMEM Event
Management course raised over $5,500 to provide 16,572 meals for the Montana Food Bank
Network. The annual partnership between UMEM and MFBN is in its fourth year for the Feed
Montana statewide campaign, and it has been a real motivator for the students with an
opportunity to help give back to a worthy cause.
MFBN is the only statewide food bank in Montana, partnering with over 230 food banks, food
pantries, homeless shelters and community programs to distribute food to those in need
around the state.
A total of 10 student teams used their resources and the skills they learned in the UMEM
program to find creative ways to fundraise during the global pandemic. The teams finished
the course and their fundraising efforts with more than 300 service hours completed.
“We worked hard to organize all the moving parts and come up with creative ways for hosting
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events,” UMEM student Connor Dennis said. “We learned communication was very important
to coordinating our team’s efforts.”
While the efforts of the UMEM students will impact many Montanans, the course also had a
big impact on many students in the course.
“Partnering with the Montana Food Bank Network really opened my eyes to the statistics of
hunger in Montana,” student Sunshine Mohler said. “I found it interesting just how much
people were willing to give to a great cause, even in the midst of a pandemic.”
For student Cody Lloyd, the course and partnership not only helped him understand the issue
of hunger and how the MFBN addresses the issue, it also helped him earn employment.
“I feel that being able to put this experience on my resume helped when I was looking for a
job and ultimately landing a job,” Lloyd said.
As part of MFBN’s Feed Montana program, the 16,500 meals donated will be able to feed
many individuals for an entire year. So far this year, 173,838 meals have been donated
through the Feed Montana program.
“It’s great to be able to work with so many different groups and create so many great
partnerships throughout Montana,” MFBN events and communications coordinator Taylor
Flores said. “Each group brings new ideas and a new perspective when it comes to
fundraising for meals. We are grateful for the UMEM students’ efforts again this year!”
To learn more about Feed Montana and to help join the fight against hunger in Montana, visit
the MFBN website at www.feedmt.org. To learn more about the UMEM program, visit their
webpage on the UM College of Business website at www.business.umt.edu/umem.
###
Contact: Dr. Michael Morelli, Director of UM Entertainment Management, 406-243-5810,
mike.morelli@umontana.edu.
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UM Highlights Choreographers With ‘Dance Up Close’

COLLEGE OF THE ARTS AND MEDIA,

UM HIGHLIGHTS
CHOREOGRAPHERS
WITH ‘DANCE UP CLOSE’
10 NOVEMBER 2020 •

A dance student performs. (Photo by Bill Munoz)

MISSOULA – The University of Montana will shine a spotlight on student choreographers
with its “Dance Up Close” production, which will be available online Nov. 12-22.
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“Dance Up Close” is a uniquely intimate production that provides a platform for
choreographers to experiment with solo compositions and performances. This year’s
production is a series of 10 solos that range from traditional theatrical settings to dancers
entangling themselves in the wilderness of Montana.
The virtual production exclusively features senior creative research projects by undergraduate
dance majors. Choreographers work collaboratively with design and technology faculty and
students to achieve a complete visual translation of their choreographic intention.
“Our dancers also use movement as a vehicle to research diverse themes under the
mentorship of faculty and peers,” said Brooklyn Draper, a UM visiting assistant professor of
dance. “Let yourself be engulfed in the sensory extravaganza that is ‘Dance Up Close!’”
General admission tickets cost $12, while senior and student tickets cost $8. Admission for
UM employees costs $10. Tickets for the online production are available by visiting
https://www.umt.edu/umarts/boxoffice/.
Among the choreographers presenting work in this year’s event is Noelle Huser, a senior
earning her Bachelor of Fine Arts in dance. She will present new work titled “Limelight,” which
she describes as “a way of chipping away at the marble of some dream that already lives
inside of her.” Huser is researching her identity as a performer, stating, “I am a performer. I
have been performing my whole life – we all have. This piece comes from what I have found
there, living inside of the limelight.”
Ruby Roberts, a dance Bachelor of Arts candidate, will present a work inspired by the
timeline of her family history. She is creating a screendance that she calls “a creative
expression of the array of emotions I carry with me pertaining to ancestral trauma, mental
health, civic duty, familial nourishment and, most importantly, remembering who I am beyond
all of these constraints.”
“Dance Up Close” will feature a special bonus track created by Shenoah Curley-Wildshoe, a
senior in the dance program. She is researching dance as a form of ministry, which she says
“explores themes as the relationship between movement and our spirituality, how our holistic
selves can be affected by our environment and how we define peace and go about obtaining
it as individuals.”
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During the pandemic, the School of Theatre and Dance continues to make art while
upholding ourselves to safe approaches. All interactions between staff, production and
performers follow strict COVID-19 safety protocols to ensure the wellness of our theatre and
dance community.
For more information, call Draper at 208-670-0593 or Eggert at 406-529-5401 or email
brooklyn.draper@umontana.edu or heidi.eggert@umontana.edu. For more information about
the entire fall 2020 UM theater and dance mainstage and studio season, visit
https://www.umt.edu/umarts/boxoffice/.
The mainstage season and Studio Series for Fall 2020 will be presented virtually on patrons’
favorite content-consuming device in safe and innovative ways with the help of online
ticketing platform ShowTixs4U. Shows are recorded, and purchased tickets will grant online
access to each production.
###
Contact: Brooklyn Draper, UM visiting assistant professor of dance, 208-670-0593,
brooklyn.draper@umontana.edu; Heidi Jones Eggert, UM associate professor of dance, 406529-5401, heidi.eggert@umontana.edu.
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UM Awarded $300K for COVID-19 Economic Recovery for Women in Business

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS,

UM AWARDED $300K FOR
COVID-19 ECONOMIC
RECOVERY FOR WOMEN
IN BUSINESS
10 NOVEMBER 2020 •

The University of Montana’s Accelerate Montana received nearly $300,000 in CARES Act
Recovery Grant funding to support COVID-19 economic response and recovery for women in
business.
https://www.umt.edu/news/2020/11/111020econ.php?image[12/1/2020 7:47:27 AM]
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The funds from the U.S. Economic Development Administration will create and support online
micro-courses and accelerator programs for rural, Indigenous and urban Montana women
interested in or already in business. The programming will address the pandemic’s economic
impacts on small businesses and startups, and the courses – while designed specifically for
women and their needs – will be accessible and open to all.
Accelerate Montana’s Rural Innovation Initiative (AMRII), established in 2018 to stimulate
innovation, job creation and entrepreneurship in rural and Indigenous communities, will
manage the grant in collaboration with two other Accelerate Montana programs.
“The need for AMRII has grown since the pandemic has hit businesses hard,” said Karl
Unterschuetz, AMRII outreach and development director. “Women-owned businesses are
facing a particularly challenging road as they are often burdened with a greater share of child
care while starting and running their ventures.”
To provide these services, AMRII will work with Accelerate Montana’s Blackstone LaunchPad
and Pursue Your Passions programs. Together, all three initiatives will provide well-rounded
entrepreneurial training, coaching and community support.
Earlier this year, UM also partnered with the Missoula Economic Partnership and the
Missoula Economic Recovery Task Force to create the Business Emergency Assistance and
Recovery Program (BEAR).
“The BEAR program has provided clear insights into the challenges Montana entrepreneurs
have faced throughout the evolution of the pandemic and helps us identify programming that
can address these challenges,” said Paul Gladen, director of Accelerate Montana and
Blackstone LaunchPad.
“Women are being disproportionately, negatively affected by COVID-19,” said Morgan
Slemberger, Blackstone LaunchPad’s director of women's entrepreneurship and leadership
who oversees Pursue Your Passions. “The National Women's Law Center released data for
September that says four times more women than men dropped out of the workforce."
“The pandemic has only given urgency to something we’ve always known: The world is a
better place when women are given the chance to succeed,” said Karlee Snell, Accelerate
Montana online program and student manager. “This EDA funding will allow us to lend a
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helping hand, be a part of the solution and bring that solution to fruition for Montana women.”

###
Contact: Karlee Snell, Accelerate Montana online program and student manager, 406-4656613, karlee.snell@mso.umt.edu.
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UM Study Reveals Patterns That Shape Forest Recovery After Wildfires

COLLEGE OF FORESTRY AND CONSERVATION,

UM STUDY REVEALS
PATTERNS THAT SHAPE
FOREST RECOVERY
AFTER WILDFIRES
09 NOVEMBER 2020 •

This section of the Kaibab National Forest in Arizona was mostly pure ponderosa pine and some juniper prior to the Mudersbach
Fire in 2005. When this photo was taken 11 years later, there was little ponderosa regeneration. (Photo courtesy of Kimberley
Davis)
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MISSOULA – New University of Montana research suggests recurring continent-spanning
drought patterns set the tempo for forest recovery from wildfire.
A study published Nov. 9 in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences shows that
forest recovery from fire follows a drought seesaw, called a climate dipole, that alternates
between the Northwest and the Southwest every few years.
The researchers examined the relationship between this drought seesaw and post-fire
regeneration of ponderosa pine across the Interior West of the U.S. They found that severe
droughts under climate change are making it increasingly difficult for tree seedlings to
regenerate after fire.
“Managers and scientists are increasingly concerned that western forests won’t be able to
recover from wildfire under hotter and drier conditions,” said Caitlin Littlefield, the study’s lead
author. “Forest recovery hinges on the success of tree seedlings, which are particularly
vulnerable to drought. We wanted to explore how patterns in drought variability across the
western U.S. affect post-fire tree regeneration to better understand where and when we can
predict robust recovery – or lack thereof.”
The authors used annual ponderosa pine regeneration data from a previous UM study led by
Kimberley Davis, as well as U.S. Forest Service inventory data. They examined the
relationship between ponderosa pine regeneration and the dynamics of the dipole.
When the dipole is active, conditions in the Southwest may be relatively moist while the
Northwest region is dry – or vice versa. Ponderosa pine regeneration in each region tracks
the seesaw, with greater regeneration success in the relatively moist region and greater
seedling mortality in the relatively dry region. The situation switches on average every three
to four years.
The importance of this drought variability on ponderosa pine regeneration endures for years
post-fire. These results highlight a critical window of opportunity for forest recovery within the
first few years after fire.
Moreover, the results show that regeneration is declining overall due to increasing aridity
across the Western U.S.
“Forest recovery in the Northwest, including the Northern Rockies, is in some ways
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intrinsically linked to what happens in the Southwest, even if in an opposing direction, through
this large-scale, recurring drought pattern,” Littlefield said. “The record-setting climatic
conditions of 2020 offer a perfect example: It was relatively cool and moist in the Northern
Rockies and hot and dry in the Southwest. This enabled the extraordinary wildfire activity
we’ve witnessed. The opposite occurred in the summer of 2017, when Western Montana saw
record drought and a record fire year, while the Southwest was relatively mild. In each of
these places the drought will affect regeneration success after fire in the short- and longterm.”
Littlefield said that in some ways, the drought pattern resembles a seesaw on an elevator.
“The Northwest and the Southwest alternate in terms of where there’s drought and where
there’s not – that’s the seesaw,” Littlefield said. “But overall, aridity is increasing and making it
increasingly hard for tree seedlings to regenerate in both regions – that’s the elevator.
“It’s important that we get a handle on these patterns so that we can anticipate the impacts of
climate change,” she said. “We’re losing millions of acres of forest to wildfire each year, and
that trend isn’t likely to stop. But I’m glad that policymakers are increasingly recognizing the
dire need for dry forest restoration and post-fire replanting, and I hope this sort of research
can help us develop the best strategies for promoting forest recovery.”
Littlefield is a recent postdoctoral researcher in the W.A. Franke College of Forestry and
Conservation and is now a researcher at the University of Vermont. Other UM co-authors
include Solomon Dobrowski and Davis. Co-authors also include John Abatzoglou from the
University of California, Merced, and Sean Parks of the Aldo Leopold Wilderness Research
Institute located at UM.
The study, “A Climatic Dipole Drives Short- and Long-term Patterns of Post-fire Forest
Recovery in the Western United States,” is available online.
###
Contact: Caitlin Littlefield, W.A. Franke College of Forestry and Conservation research
associate, 978-807-1494, caitlin.littlefield@uvm.edu; Solomon Dobrowski, UM professor of
landscape ecology, 406-243-6068, solomon.dobrowski@umontana.edu.
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UM Research Essential to Global Arctic Animal Migration Archive

RESEARCH, COLLEGE OF FORESTRY AND CONSERVATION,

UM RESEARCH
ESSENTIAL TO GLOBAL
ARCTIC ANIMAL
MIGRATION ARCHIVE
06 NOVEMBER 2020 •

Two young golden eagles – one with a transmitter – nest on the Seward Peninsula, Alaska. (Photo courtesy of Stephen Lewis)

MISSOULA – Warmer winters, earlier springs, shrinking ice and increased human
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development – the Arctic is undergoing dramatic changes impacting native animals. And now,
scientists can track the movements of thousands of Arctic and sub-Arctic animals over three
decades with the new global Arctic Animal Movement Archive.
Researchers from around the world, including the University of Montana, have long observed
the movements and behavior of animals in the Arctic, but have had difficulty discovering and
accessing data. To solve the problem, an international team led by Sarah Davidson, data
curator at the Max Planck Institute of Animal Behavior in Radolfzell, Germany, and Gil
Bohrer, professor at Ohio State University, established the global data archive for studies of
animal migration in the Arctic and sub-Arctic. It currently contains over 200 projects and
movement data of more than 8,000 marine and terrestrial animals from 1991 to the present.
The archive, hosted on the Max Planck Institute’s Movebank platform and funded by NASA,
helps scientists share their knowledge and collaborate on questions on how animals are
responding to a changing Arctic – particularly important because the Arctic region extends
around the world. Researchers from more than 100 universities, government agencies and
conservation groups across 17 countries are involved in the archive.
UM contributors include Professor Mark Hebblewhite, graduate student Stephen Lewis and
former postdoctoral researcher Eliezer Gurarie. Their research is part of Hebblewhite’s funded
NASA Arctic Boreal Vulnerability Experiment project that studies the effects of rapid climate
change on wildlife in the Arctic, with a focus on caribou.
“UM has a long history, pioneered by researcher Steve Running, of understanding
consequences of climate change to ecosystems, and this work builds on this important legacy
in a region of the world undergoing some of the fastest rates of climate change, fires and
impacts on people and nature,” said Hebblewhite, who studies ungulate habitat ecology.
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A caribou calf frolics in the archive study area. (Photo credit to Karsten Heuer)

Three recent studies from the archive reveal large-scale patterns in the behaviors of golden
eagles, bears, caribou, moose and wolves in the region and illustrate how the archive can be
used to recognize larger ecosystem changes. The results were published Nov. 6 in an article
in Science, one of world’s premier scientific journals.
First, by comparing movements of more than 100 golden eagles from 1993 to 2017,
researchers found that immature birds migrating north in the spring arrived earlier following
mild winters. However, the arrival time of adults has remained rather constant, regardless of
conditions at their breeding grounds, with consequences for nesting and chick survival.
The archive uses data from UM doctoral student Lewis, who is a wildlife biologist with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Alaska Region, Division of Migratory Bird management. Lewis
began studying the movements of golden eagles in 2012 to understand the costs of migration
and carry-over effects of wintering in the contiguous U.S. for eagles born in Alaska. His data
fit perfectly into the Arctic Animal Migration Archive and NASA’s Arctic Boreal Vulnerability
Experiment project, and he will continue to analyze eagle movement ecology at UM.
A second study of more than 900 female caribou from 2000 to 2017 found that more northern
herds are giving birth earlier in the spring, while the calving dates of more southern
populations have not shown the same change.
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“Caribou are the Arctic’s dominant large herbivore – an iconic symbol and crucial to
Indigenous peoples for their food security and culture,” Hebblewhite said. “Yet they are
declining across the Arctic, and an obvious question is the role of climate change.”
Hebblewhite said the research, which brought together an unparalleled dataset of nearly
1,000 GPS radio-collared caribou, showed a strong shift in calving dates across most of the
region – and a potential contribution toward declining trends in the population.
A third analysis looking at the movement speeds of bears, caribou, moose and wolves from
1998 to 2019 showed that species respond differently to seasonal temperatures and winter
snow conditions.
“Movement is central to animal survival in the harsh Arctic environment. Yet movement is
costly, especially in the stark Arctic landscapes,” Hebblewhite said. “Our work showed that
increasing temperatures, especially in summer, were affecting movement rates of these large
mammals, which could have energetic costs that stress these species. And changes in snow
in the winter were also influencing wildlife movements – also in ways that could have
population impacts.”
In addition to the UM research and hundreds of studies already included in the archive, the
resource is continually growing, as data are transmitted from animals in the field and more
researchers join. Results should help detect changes in the behavior of animals and
ultimately in the entire Arctic ecosystem.
“The Arctic is undergoing some of the most rapid climate change on the planet – upward of
double the rates we are seeing here in Montana,” Hebblewhite said. “We hope our collective
work shows that the changes underway in the Arctic are real and strong and affecting almost
all Arctic wildlife species, as well as the ecosystems and people who depend on them.”
The Arctic Animal Movement Archive is online at https://www.movebank.org/cms/movebankcontent/arctic-animal-movement-archive. The study, “Ecological insights from three decades
of animal movement tracking across a changing Arctic,” is online at
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/370/6517/712.
###
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Note: Movement is critical for animal life in the harsh Arctic. This GIF of Arctic Animal
Movement Archive data shows the key role of the Arctic globally.
https://umt.box.com/s/zf926rmtc8b68b9bokre6561sm8oaf6u.
Contact: Mark Hebblewhite, professor of ungulate habitat ecology, UM W.A. Franke College
of Forestry & Conservation, 406-243-6675, mark.hebblewhite@umontana.edu.
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Grizzly Esports Eye Brawl of the Wild, Can the Cats Titles

UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA, STUDENTS, ATHLETICS, COLLEGE OF THE ARTS AND MEDIA,

GRIZZLY ESPORTS EYE
BRAWL OF THE WILD,
CAN THE CATS TITLES
06 NOVEMBER 2020 •

Esports players representing UM's popular and growing Grizzly Esports teams, focus on a game in UM's Innovation Factory. UM
esports players will collaborate with the Missoula Food Bank and Community Center to raise funds and pounds of food for the
annual Can the Cats charitable drive.

MISSOULA – Instead of cheering in Washington-Grizzly Stadium during the annual Brawl of
the Wild, Griz Nation is encouraged to rally around another group of student-athletes: the
University of Montana Grizzly Esports team.
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Sanctioned as an official University sport this fall with more than 90 players on junior varsity
and varsity teams, the Grizzly Esports team will take to their gaming consoles in hopes of
winning Montana’s collegiate sports title and the Can the Cats food drive. At UM, the esports
community includes more than 150 participants, including those involved with production,
social media, content, infrastructure and public relations and student outreach.
Beginning Friday, Nov. 6, through Friday, Nov. 20, UM esports will collaborate with the
Missoula Food Bank and Community Center to raise funds garnered through a fundraising
platform while streaming. Throughout the two weeks, UM esports will feature their Rocket
League and League of Legend teams, which are both headed to a national tournament.
“An important mission of esports at UM is to recognize there is a community beyond gaming
and that as players and Grizzlies, we give back and help one another,” said Michael
Cassens, director of UM esports and assistant professor in UM’s School of Visual and Media
Arts. “These are challenging times for so many families and our players are proud to promote
the Can the Cats food drive for an important cause.”
Special events to donate also include the Can the Cats Amateur Invitational, where
corporate, student groups and community members form teams and compete in head-tohead competition Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 7-8. Register for the Amateur Invitational
online.
During the second week of the fundraiser, the Grizzly Esports League of Legends team will
compete in an exhibition match against Montana State University’s League of Legends team
for the Grizzly Esports Brawl of the Wild title.   
Viewers can visit https://www.twitch.tv/grizzlyesportsum to livestream all UM esports events
during Can the Cats.
The charitable competition between UM and MSU happens each year before Thanksgiving,
with both flagships competing to raise the most food and funds for the Missoula- and
Bozeman-area community food banks.
A primary mission of Grizzly Esports is creating community by promoting inclusion, diversity
and giving back to those who are in need. For information about Grizzly Esports, visit
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http://grizzlyesportsum.com/.  
###
Contact: Michael Cassens, director of UM eSports, visual arts and media assistant professor,
415-787-0577, michael.cassens@mso.umt.edu
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MMAC to Open Exhibition of Depression-Era Prints

COLLEGE OF THE ARTS AND MEDIA,

MMAC TO OPEN
EXHIBITION OF
DEPRESSION-ERA
PRINTS
04 NOVEMBER 2020 •
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Arthur G. Murphy, “Bridge Worker No. 6,” 1935, lithograph. Long-term loan courtesy the Fine Arts Program, U.S.
General Services Administration.

MISSOULA – The Montana Museum of Art and Culture at the University of Montana will
open a new exhibition featuring American prints from the Great Depression this month.
“Works in Progress: Prints from the New Deal” will run Nov. 13 to Jan. 16, 2021.
Franklin D. Roosevelt, elected president of the United States in 1932, promised the American
public a “New Deal” to end the Great Depression, the long economic downturn that followed
the global stock market collapse of 1929. One of the programs he ushered in was the Works
Progress Administration, which eventually employed over 8 million Americans and funded
government construction of roads, bridges, airports and schools, as well as public art that left
an indelible imprint on the nation’s memory.
Thousands of American artists and their families survived on the support of the W.P.A. in the
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1930s and early 1940s, creating an array of imagery that depicted labor, industry,
transportation, leisure and, perhaps most importantly, our shared humanity. The MMAC
exhibition reveals the work of that generation – frank, yet optimistic prints that open a unique
window on an unforgettable era of hardship and resilience.
The exhibition will be held in the Paxson Gallery of the Performing Arts and Radio Television
Center on campus. A virtual docent tour, including a tour for kids, also will be available.
###

Contact: H. Rafael Chacón, Suzanne and Bruce Crocker director of MMAC, UM professor of
art history and criticism, 406-243-2019, hrafael.chacon@umontana.edu.
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